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4.13 Public Services and Utilities

4.13.1 Schools

4.13.1.1 Existing Conditions
The San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD) provides public educational facilities to the Project Area.

Schools serving the Project Area and surrounding community consist of one high school, one middle school,

and three elementary schools. Table 4.13-1 depicts the current enrollment, capacity, and enrollment trend

at each of the five schools.  The enrollment level of the five schools is currently below their current

enrollment capacity. Currently, there are no residential dwelling units located within the Project Area and

no school services are being used by the Project Area.

TABLE 4.13-1
Current School Enrollment and Capacity

School Current Enrollment Current Capacity Future Enrollment (trend)
Foster (K-5) 518 575 Falling
Marvin (K-5) 383 471 Falling
Dailard (K-5) 516 529 Stable/slight drop
Lewis (6-8) 1153 1200 Stable/rising
Henry (9-12) 2477 2506 Stable/rising
Source: San Diego Unified School District, 2004.

4.13.1.2 Impact Threshold
For the purposes of this EIR, a significant impact would occur if the proposed project:

•  Generates more students than the SDUSD Schools identified above could accommodate,

necessitating the development of new schools, or physically altered facilities, the construction of

which may cause significant environmental impacts.

4.13.1.3 Impact
The proposed project is the adoption and implementation of a Redevelopment Plan.  At this time there is

no specific development proposed.  Implementation of the Redevelopment Plan will involve development

of projects throughout the Project Area over the life of the Redevelopment Plan (20 to 30 years).  Consistent

with the Community Plan land use designations, most redevelopment in the Project Area is anticipated to

be commercial, and industrial.  The Community Plan does allow a small amount of single family (48

dwelling units) and multi-family (86 dwelling units) residential development within the Project Area;

however, the existing uses of these parcels would have to be redeveloped with residential in order for this

to occur.  Table 4.13-2 estimates the number of students that would be generated by redevelopment

consistent with the Community Plan land uses, (134 dwelling units).  Based on student generation factors, 65

school aged children would be generated.  As indicated in Table 4.13-1, the five existing schools serving

the Project Area have additional enrollment capacity for 158 elementary, 47 middle school and 29 high

school students.  Based on the current and future enrollment capacity of the existing schools and given
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that only 65 school aged children would be generated once all of the dwelling units are developed,

approval of the Redevelopment Plan and redevelopment of the existing parcels currently designated for

residential uses would not generate enough students to necessitate the development of new schools or the

physical alteration of existing schools that could result in significant environmental impacts.  The additional

students generated could be accommodated by existing school facilities.  This issue is not considered

significant.

TABLE 4.13-2
Educational Facilities Demand

Residential Dwelling Unit

Type

Number of New Units Student Generation

Factor

Students Generated by

the Project

Single Family 48 0.78 37

Multi-Family 86 0.32 28

Total                                        65
Source: San Diego City Schools, 2004.

4.13.1.4 Significance of Impact
No impact associated with schools is anticipated.

4.13.1.5 Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measure is proposed, as no significant schools impact has been identified.

4.13.1.6 Conclusion
No significant schools impact is anticipated.

4.13.2 Gas and Electric

4.13.2.1 Existing Conditions
San Diego Gas and Electric Company (SDG&E) provides gas and electricity service to the Project Area.

Energy that is provided throughout California, including to the Project Area is generated by numerous

power plants that are located within and outside the State.  Electricity and natural gas is supplied via the

electric grid and transmission lines.  Table 4.13-3 identifies monthly instantaneous peak demand for

electricity in the State between 2000 and 2003, based on various assumptions of weather conditions and

economic and demographic growth in a California Independent System Operator (CAISO) Control Area,

which comprises the bulk of California’s transmission system.  The State of California has experienced

energy shortages during the past years, with peak demand approaching or reaching daily load supply.

During a power outage, rolling, or rotating blackouts may be ordered that affect entire grids.

To promote the safe and reliable maintenance and operation of utility facilities, the California Public Utilities

Commission (CPUC) has mandated specific clearance requirements between utility facilities and

surrounding objects or construction activities.
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TABLE 4.13-3
Historical Monthly Instantaneous Peak Demand (MW)

Caiso Control Area

Year Jan. Feb. March April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

2000 32,744 32,394 32,552 33,911 39,808 43,630 45,245 45,2494 43,740 35,712 33,338 34,115

2001 32,623 30,683 29,778 31,770 37,808 39,762 41,192 41,419 37,993 38,805 32,138 33,347

2002 33,488 31,854 31,033 31,460 38,165 38,750 42,441 40,803 41,358 35,269 31,770 32,307

2003 30,549 29,872 31,194 31,583 39,577 40,187 42,689 42,560 41,467 36,522 31,659 33,140

Source: CAISO, 2004 Summer Assessment, California Independent Operating System, April 16, 2004.

A 69 kilovolt (kV) Substation serves the Project Area.  Electricity is distributed from this substation throughout

the Project Area via overhead and underground distribution lines.  According to SDG&E, existing services

are adequate to meet the existing needs of the Project Area.

Natural gas is distributed throughout the Project Area via underground lines, typically located within public

right-of-ways, functioning as a backbone system to service individual parcels. According to SDG&E, the

system is considered adequate to meet the existing needs of the Project Area.

4.13.2.2 Impact Threshold
For the purposes of this EIR, a significant impact would occur if the proposed project would:

•  Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically

altered transmission facilities, the need for new or physically altered transmission facilities, the

construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain

acceptable levels of service;

• Result in a substantial increase in demand upon existing sources of energy; or,

• Require the development of new energy sources.

4.13.2.3 Impact
Table 4.13-4 depicts the seasonal instantaneous peak load forecast for years 2004 through 2008 for the

CAISO control area.  The table shows that in 2008, seasonal peak electrical loads are anticipated to range

from a low of 35,000 megawatts (MW) in late winter to a high of 47,978 MW in the summer.

Redevelopment consistent with the Community Plan land uses is anticipated to result in an increase in

development intensity that may increase energy usage within the Project Area.  The level of increase is

dependent on the type of uses that are being replaced, their intensity of development, and whether or not

those uses are replaced with modern, state of the art building materials and energy efficient heating and

cooling systems.  As energy conservation technology becomes more cost efficient and other incentives,

such as expedited permit review is offered by local jurisdictions, developers are more likely to design and

develop energy efficient projects.  The City of San Diego has adopted a Sustainable Building Policy (900-14)
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TABLE 4.13-4
Seasonal Instantaneous Peak Electrical Load Forecast (MW)

ISO Control Area Capacity Forecast, 2004 – 2008
Summer

2004
Winter

2004-2005
Summer

2005
Winter

2005-2006
Summer

2006
Winter
2006-
2007

Summer
2007

Winter
2007-
2008

Summer
2008

Winter
2008-
2009

Forecasted
Peak

Demand

44,380 33,179 45,253 33,906 46,144 34,649 47,052 35,408 47,978 36,184

Source:  CAISO, Five Year Assessment (2004-2008), California Independent Operating System, October 10, 2003.

that provides an expedited ministerial and discretionary permitting process for private development

projects that meet certain criteria associated with the U.S. Green Building Council, Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design (LEED).  Future redevelopment projects are likely to design their commercial and

industrial (which constitute the majority of redevelopment) projects according to LEED criteria in order to

qualify for expedited ministerial and discretionary permit approval.  Commercial and industrial

redevelopment projects would need to design their project to provide 30% of its projected total energy use

utilizing renewable energy resources (e.g., photovoltaic, wind and fuel cells), City of San Diego Council

Policy, 900-14, May 20, 2003.  Projected usage of electricity and natural gas usage based on

redevelopment of the Project Area consistent with Community Plan land uses is provided in Tables 4.13-5

and 4.13-6, respectively.

Without definition of specific redevelopment projects, it is not possible to anticipate the exact level and

location (i.e., which electrical circuits increase in load would occur on) of electrical power usage.  As

depicted in Table 4.13-5, the net increase in electrical power usage based on redevelopment of the

Project Area is 673,814 kilowatt hours per month.  As depicted in Table 4.13-6, the net increase in natural

gas usage based on redevelopment of the Project Area is estimated to be 686,069.5 cubic feet per month.

According to SDG&E, existing gas and electric infrastructure (i.e., electric and gas distribution and

transmission lines, substations, and power plants) located within or adjacent to the Project Area would

provide adequate service to proposed redevelopment activities.  As such, the project would not result in

substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered transmission

facilities.  Any increases in electrical load would require only routine adjustments to the network of

distribution lines, such as adding new lines or upgrading existing distribution lines.  These system

changes/improvements will occur as redevelopment activities are proposed within the Project Area.  The

physical impact to the environment would be in the form of short-term noise and air quality, and potentially

hydrological/water quality, geotechnical, cultural, biological, and paleontological resources.

Implementation of mitigation measures described in other sections of this document with respect to these

issues would mitigate the potential impact of these minor improvements to a level less than significant.
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TABLE 4.13-5
Projected Monthly Electrical Power Usage

Land Use Type Usage Factor
(kw/h month/

du/ksf)
Increase
(du/ksf)

Projected Increase in
Electrical Power Usage

(kwh/month)

Redevelopment Plan Area
Single Family Residential 5,700 du 48 du 273,600
Multi-Family Residential 3,940 du 86 du 338,840
Commercial 20 ksf 303 ksf 6,060
Industrial 9 ksf 6,146 ksf 55,314
Office N/A N/A N/A
Schools N/A N/A N/A
Parks N/A N/A N/A
Open Space N/A N/A N/A
Recreation N/A N/A N/A
Public Services* N/A N/A N/A
Hospitals N/A N/A N/A
Sand and Gravel N/A N/A N/A
Transportation N/A N/A N/A
 GRAND TOTAL 134 du/6,449 ksf 673,814

Notes: du = dwelling units, sf = square feet, ksf = thousand square feet
*  Libraries are included under the public services.
N/A: Redevelopment consistent with the Community Plan is not anticipated to increase the intensity of this land use type.

Source:  South Coast Air Quality Management District and BRG Consulting, Inc.

TABLE 4.13-6
Projected Daily Natural Gas Usage

Land Use Type Usage Factor
(cf month/
du or ksf)

Increase (du/ksf) Projected Increase In
Natural Gas Usage

(cf/month)

Redevelopment Plan Area
Single Family Residential 6,665.0 du 48 du 319,920
Multi-Family Residential 4,011.5 du 86 du 344,989
Commercial 2.9 ksf 303 ksf 878.7
Industrial 3.3 ksf 6,146 ksf 20,281.8
Office N/A N/A N/A
Schools N/A N/A N/A
Parks N/A N/A N/A
Open Space N/A N/A N/A
Recreation N/A N/A N/A
Public Services* N/A N/A N/A
Hospitals N/A N/A N/A
Sand and Gravel N/A N/A N/A
Transportation N/A N/A N/A
 GRAND TOTAL 686,069.5

Notes:  cf = cubic feet, du = dwelling units, sf = square feet, ksf = thousand square feet
*  Libraries are included under the public services.
N/A : Redevelopment consistent with the Community Plan is not anticipated to increase the intensity of this land use type.

Source:  South Coast Air Quality Management District and BRG Consulting, Inc.
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The proposed redevelopment activities will not result in the use of a substantial amount of fuel, a substantial

increase in demand upon existing sources of energy, or the development of new energy sources.  The

proposed redevelopment activities will result in redevelopment activities occurring over a 20 to 30-year

period and demand increase will occur incrementally over that period of time.  Redevelopment activities

will create energy demands typical of urban development.  The impact to gas and electric services

resulting from implementation of the proposed redevelopment activities will be less than significant.

4.13.2.4 Significance of Impact
No impact associated with gas and electricity is anticipated.

4.13.2.5 Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measure is proposed, as no significant gas or electric impact has been identified.

4.13.2.6 Conclusion
No significant gas and electric impact is anticipated.

4.13.3 Water

4.13.3.1 Existing Conditions
San Diego’s primary water resources include the Colorado River and the California Aqueduct system.

Water supply from these sources is imported by the San Diego County Water Authority (SDCWA).  Four

major aqueducts channel water from the north into a series of reservoirs and local treatment plants in the

San Diego area.  Water is distributed locally by various public and private agencies.

According to the City of San Diego Water and Sewer Design Guidelines, standard water demand rates for

residential uses are 150 gallons per capita/day; 5,000 gallons/day per net acre for commercial, office,

schools, public services and hospitals; 6,250 gallons/day per net acre for industrial uses; and 4,000

gallons/day per net acre for parks, open space and recreation.  Table 4.13-7 depicts existing and

projected water demand for the Project Area based on SANGIS existing and planned land use data.  As

depicted in Table 4.13-7, water demand within the Project Area will increase by approximately 254.1

thousand gallons per day from the existing demand.

4.13.3.2 Impact Threshold
For the purposes of this EIR, a significant impact would occur if the proposed project would:

• Result in the need for the physical alteration or expansion of existing water facilities or the need for

new water facilities, in which the alteration, expansion, or construction could cause a significant

environmental impact; or

• Require new or expanded water entitlements.
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TABLE 4.13-7
Existing and Projected Daily Water Use

Population/Acreage Water Demand
(1000s gal/day)

Land Use Water Use
Factor

Existing Projected Existing
Use

Projected
Use

Change
From

Existing

Redevelopment Plan Area
Single Family
Residential 150 (gcd) 0 117 pop. 0 17.55 +17.55
Multi-Family
Residential 150 (gcd) 0 210 pop. 0 31.5 +31.5
Industrial 6,250 (gad) 258.6 ac. 399.6 ac. 1,616.25 2,497.5 +881.25
Commercial 5,000 (gad) 125.68 ac. 132.6 ac. 628.4 663 +34.6
Office 5,000 (gad) 21.26 ac. 17.38 ac. 106.3 86.9 -19.4
Schools 5,000 (gad) 24.90 ac. 24.90 ac. 124.5 124.5 0
Parks 4,000 (gad) 68.92 ac. 49.92 ac. 275.68 199.68 -76.0
Open Space 4,000 (gad) 69.02 ac. 69.02 ac. 276.08 276.08 0
Recreation 4,000 (gad) 18.89 ac. 20.89 ac 75.56 83.56 +8.0
Public Services* 5,000 (gad) 13.31 ac. 14.89 ac. 66.55 74.45 +7.9
Hospitals 5,000 (gad) 32.98 ac. 32.98 ac. 164.9 164.9 0
Sand and
Gravel

6,250 (gad) 200.38 ac. 99.38 ac. 1,252.4 621.1 -631.3

Transportation N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
GRAND TOTAL 4,586.62 4,840.72 +254.1
Notes: gcd = gallons/capita/day; gad = gallons/net acre/day; pop = population; ac = acres

*  Libraries are included under Public Services.
N/A: Redevelopment consistent with the Community Plan is not anticipated to increase this land use type.

Source: Generation Factors obtained from City of San Diego Water Utilities Department Water and Sewer Design Guidelines.

4.13.3.3 Impact
Implementation of the proposed redevelopment project is anticipated to intensify the level of

development within the Project Area.  With projected redevelopment consistent with Community Plan land

uses, the population could increase by approximately 327 people and non-residential square footage

within the Project Area will increase by approximately 27.62 acres.  Therefore, as depicted in Table 4.13-7,

water demand within the Project Area will increase to approximately 4,840.72 thousand gallons per day, an

increase of 254.1 thousand gallons per day.  The proposed project will result in an increase in water

demand, but the change in water demand is not considered a significant impact as the increase in water

demand will occur over an extended period of time (20 to 30 years) and the demand created by this

project will not result in the need for the physical alteration of extension of water facilities which could

cause a significant environmental impact.  The Project Area can be served by existing and planned water

infrastructure.  However, some system changes/improvements may be necessary as redevelopment

activities are proposed within the Project Area.  The physical impact to the environment would be in the

form of short-term noise and air quality, and potentially hydrological/water quality, geotechnical, cultural,

biological, and paleontological resources.  Implementation of mitigation measures described in other

sections of this document with respect to these issues would mitigate the potential impact of these more

minor water infrastructure improvements to a level less than significant.
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4.13.3.4 Significance of Impact
No impact associated with water is anticipated.

4.13.3.5 Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measure is proposed, as no significant water impact has been identified.

4.13.3.6 Conclusion
No significant water impact is anticipated.

4.13.4 Sewer Facilities

4.13.4.1 Existing Conditions
Wastewater generated within the Project Area is collected by sewer lines owned and operated by the City

of San Diego Metropolitan Wastewater Department.  Wastewater from the Project Area is diverted to the

Point Loma Wastewater Treatment Plant (PLWTP) via the San Diego Metropolitan Sewer System.  The PLWTP

provides advanced primary treatment for the City of San Diego and the treated water is discharged into

the Pacific Ocean through a 4.5-mile long pipeline outfall. The plant processes an average of 180 million

gallons per day (mgpd) of wastewater generated by approximately 2.2 million San Diego residents in a 450

square mile service area.  The plant has a treatment capacity of 240 mgpd.

The City of San Diego received a waiver from requirements by the Clean Water Act (CWA) in 1995 to

upgrade the level of treatment to Secondary Treatment.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and

the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) granted this waiver when they agreed through the

combination of industrial source control, Advanced Primary Treatment of wastewater, a deep ocean

outfall and comprehensive monitoring, that the PLWTP fully protects the ocean.  The City of San Diego

received a renewal of the CWA Permit in September 2002.

Residential dwelling units are generally considered the primary wastewater generators.  Currently, there are

no residential dwelling units located within the Project Area; therefore, the standard method of analyzing

wastewater generation is not applicable.  Although the existing non-residential land uses in the Project

Area do generate wastewater during the normal course of business operation.

4.13.4.2 Impact Thresholds
For the purposes of this EIR, a significant impact would occur if the proposed project would:

• Result in the need for the physical alteration or expansion of existing sewer facilities or the need for

new sewer facilities, in which the alteration, expansion, or construction could cause a significant

environmental impact.

4.13.4.3 Impact
Redevelopment consistent with the Community Plan land uses will result in an increase in development

intensity that may generate higher demands on the existing sewer facilities.  Based on projected
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redevelopment, sewer flows within the Project Area have the potential to increase by approximately 26,160

gallons per day (gpd) associated with residential land uses. The quantity is based on standard effluent

generation rate of 80 gallons/capita/day.  In addition, non-residential wastewater generation will increase.

The increase in generation of wastewater associated with residential (26,160 gpd) and non-residential land

use increases would occur over a 20 to 30-year period, and could be met through the provision of public

improvements to the sewer facilities within the Project Area.  Some improvements to sewer facilities within

the Project Area may be needed as redevelopment activities are proposed within the Project Area.  The

physical impact to the environment would be in the form of short-term noise and air quality, and potentially

hydrological/water quality, geotechnical, cultural, biological, and paleontological resources.

Implementation of mitigation measures described in other sections of this document with respect to these

issues would mitigate the potential impact of these more minor sewer infrastructure improvements to a

level less than significant.

4.13.4.4 Significance of Impact
No impact associated with sewer facilities is anticipated.

4.13.4.5 Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measure is proposed, as no significant sewer facilities impact has been identified.

4.13.4.6 Conclusion
No significant sewer facilities impact is anticipated.

4.13.5 Police Services

4.13.5.1 Existing Conditions
Police services for the Project Area are provided by the Eastern Division Police Substation located at 9225

Aero Drive, in the Serra Mesa community of the City of San Diego.  The Serra Mesa community is located

northwest in relationship to the Project Area. This station houses approximately 127 patrol officers, 15

sergeants, nine detectives, two lieutenants, and one Captain.  Additional resources (such as SWAT, canine

units, etc.) respond to the Eastern Division, as they are needed.  Additional police services for the Project

Area are provided by the Police Community Relations Office (also known as the Navajo Storefront) located

at 7381 Jackson Drive.  This facility is a community outreach facility.  This office houses one police officer

and one community service officer to provide crime prevention education and information services.

The San Diego Police Department’s Operation Support division is responsible for determining the allocation

of officers to each Police Division.  The number of officers is based on the total number of calls and the type

of calls for each division.  Current staff allocations assign a minimum of one officer for each of the

communities assigned to the Eastern Division, on each watch in a given 24-hour period.  On at least one

day each week, there is an overlapping squad on each watch, which translates to two squads of officers

working during that particular shift.  In an emergency situation (or if the Division falls below the minimum
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staffing levels), officers from other commands can respond to assist.  Officers from other agencies respond

to emergencies under existing mutual aid agreements.

The San Diego Police Department has personnel on duty and available to respond to calls for service seven

days a week, 24 hours a day.  Calls for service are prioritized, with emergency calls getting the highest

priority.  Calls for service range from level “1 priority,” meaning life-threatening/suspicious activity, to a level

“4 priority” call related to non life-threatening/suspicious activity.  The Citywide average response time is 7

minutes and 3 seconds.  The average response time for emergency calls for Eastern Division to the Project

Area is 6 minutes and 7 seconds.

According to the police department, currently, there are no plans to construct new police facilities or

expand existing facilities within the Project Area or that serve the Project Area.  Since no new facilities or

expansions are planned within the Project Area, no revenue has been identified for any major police

facility expansions or additions.  Generally, most new police facilities are funded through Development

Impact Fees (DIF) along with other funding, depending upon the project.

4.13.5.2 Impact Threshold
For the purposes of this EIR, a significant impact would occur if the proposed project would:

• Result in the need for the physical alteration or expansion of existing police facilities or the need for

new police facilities, in which the alteration, expansion, or construction could cause a significant

environmental impact.

4.13.5.3 Impact
The Project Area is expected to experience an increase in population resulting from a net increase of

approximately 134 dwelling units, and an associated population increase of approximately 327 within the

20 to 30 year Redevelopment Plan timeframe.  The Police Department strives to meet a two officer per

thousand resident ratio.  Therefore, the addition of 1,000 residents to the Grantville/Allied Gardens

communities would require personnel and possible additional police vehicles.  The proposed project will

only result in an increase population by 327 people over a 20 to 30 year timeframe.  Since this incremental

increase is below the police threshold of 1,000 residents, no additional officers or police facilities would be

required to meet the police protection needs of the Project Area.   Furthermore, the proposed project does

not propose to change any land use designations for the Project Area and according to the Police

Department, it is not anticipated that the proposed project will create a need for the physical alteration or

expansion of existing police facilities, in which the alteration, expansion, or construction could cause a

significant environmental impact. Therefore, no impact associated with police services is anticipated to

occur.

4.13.5.4 Significance of Impact
No impact associated with police services is anticipated.



4.0-Environmental Analysis 4.13 – Public Services and Utilities

Grantville Redevelopment Project 4.13-11 December 13, 2004
Draft Program EIR

4.13.5.5 Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measure is proposed, as no significant police services impact has been identified.

4.13.5.6 Conclusion
No significant police services impact is anticipated.

4.13.6 Fire Protection

4.13.6.1 Existing Conditions
The City of San Diego Fire-Rescue Department, Station 34, provides primary fire protection and emergency

medical services to the Project Area.  Station 34 is located at 6565 Cowles Mountain Boulevard at the cross

street of Navajo Road.  Station 34 has four firefighters on duty each shift, with a total of twelve firefighters

over three divisions.  Apparatus consists of one triple combination pumper (Engine 34) and one brush

apparatus (Brush Rig 34).  Under first alarm conditions or when Station 34 is not available to respond to a fire

or medical emergency, there are five Stations that act as secondary stations to provide fire protection and

emergency medical services to the Project Area based on their current availability.  These five Stations

include:

• Station 5, located at 3902 9th Avenue, 92103.  Apparatus consists of the Battalion 5, Engine 5, and

Truck 5;

• Station 10, located at 4605 62nd Street, 92115.  Apparatus consists Battalion 10, Engine 10, Truck 10,

Brush Rig 10, and Utility Rig 10;

• Station 17, located at 4206 Chamoune Avenue, 92115.  Apparatus consists of Engine 17;

• Station 18, located at 4676 Felton Street, 92116.  Apparatus consists of Engine 18 and Brush Rig 18;

and,

• Station 31, located at 6002 Camino Rico, 92120.  Apparatus consists of Engine 31 and Paramedic

Unit 31.

Table 4.13-8 identifies the response times of each Station to a specific intersection within the Project Area.

These two intersections were selected by the City Fire-Rescue Department to illustrate the overall response

times for the Project Area.

4.13.6.2 Impact Threshold
For the purposes of this EIR, a significant impact would occur if the proposed project would:

•  Result in the need for the physical alteration or expansion of existing Fire Department facilities or

the need for new Fire Department facilities, in which the alteration, expansion, or construction

could cause a significant environmental impact.
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TABLE 4.13-8
Fire Station Response Times

Subarea A

Mission Gorge/Twain Avenue Intersection

Subarea B

Mission Gorge/Old Cliffs Roads Intersection

Fire Station Response Time in minutes Responding Company Response Time in minutes

Station 17 5.0 Station 31 5.0

Station 31 5.6 Station 17 7.1

Station 18 5.1 Station 34 9.2

Station 10 7.1 Station 10 9.1

Station 5 8.3 Station 5 10.3
    Source:  City of San Diego Fire-Rescue Department, 2004.

4.13.6.3 Impact
Implementation of the proposed project will result in an increase in demand for fire protection services

within the Project Area over the 20 to 30 year redevelopment timeframe.  The increase in demand is

attributable to redevelopment activities and associated demand for fire prevention inspections, and

applicable code enforcement activities.

Proposed new development within the Project Area will be required to meet current Fire Code

requirements, which are generally more rigorous than those under which existing development was

approved/constructed.  As new development occurs, overall safety of buildings within the Project Area is

expected to improve.

In terms of fire department response to fire calls, the National Fire Protection Association 1710 Standard,

requires that the initial arrival of the fire department’s fire suppression resources should occur within six

minutes and/or the initial full alarm assignment within ten minutes.  According to the City Fire-Rescue

Department, if these guidelines were to be exceeded, there could be the need for a new fire station and

equipment.  As indicated in Table 4.13-8, Station 5 currently exceeds the National Fire Protection

Association 1710 Standard for response to the Mission Gorge/Old Cliffs Roads intersection with a response

time of 10.3 minutes.  However, with the implementation of the proposed project, response times will stay

the same for each of the six stations, and the project does not propose any use that would alter the

response time or require new Fire Department facilities.

4.13.6.4 Significance of Impact
No impact associated with fire protection is anticipated.

4.13.6.5 Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measure is proposed, as no significant fire protection impact has been identified.

4.13.6.6 Conclusion
No significant fire protection impact is anticipated.
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4.13.7 Solid Waste

4.13.7.1 Existing Conditions
The City of San Diego Environmental Services Department (ESD) provides the following services to the

Redevelopment Project Area: resource management, environmental programs, environmental protection,

energy conservation, collection services, and refuse disposal.  The ESD pursues waste management

strategies that emphasize waste reduction and recycling, composting, and environmentally-sound landfill

management to meet the City’s long-term disposal needs.  ESD also ensures that all federal, state, and

local mandates relating to waste management are met in an efficient and financially sound manner.  In

1989, the State of California mandated (AB 939) that all cities reduce waste disposed in landfills by 25% by

1995 and 50% by the year 2000.  To meet this mandate, the ESD has devised a working plan called Plan

2000.  Currently, the 25% diversion goal has been met and surpassed; however, ESD has not reached the

50% reduction level.

The ESD is organized into three divisions: Refuse Collection, Refuse Disposal, and Environmental Programs.

Refuse Collection provides weekly service to approximately 305,000 homes and businesses throughout the

City; Refuse Disposal ensures the safe and efficient disposal of over 1.4 million tons of waste generated

annually in the City; and Environmental Programs implements comprehensive recycling, hazardous

materials management, code enforcement and support programs.

Relative to development and redevelopment activities, the ESD’s policy is that prior to the issuance of any

permit, including but not limited to any discretionary action, demolition, grading, or any other construction

permit, the City of San Diego Environmental Review Manager (ERM) shall verify that all requirements of a

waste management plan have been shown and/or noted on the demolition and/or grading plans.  The

following are elements that the waste management plan is required to address include:

1. Prior to issuance of a demolition permit, the permittee shall be responsible to arrange a pre-

construction meeting. This meeting shall be coordinated with Mitigation Monitoring Coordination

(MMC) to verify that implementation of the waste management plan shall be performed in

compliance with the plan approved by Land Development review (LDR) and ESD, to ensure that

impacts to solid waste facilities are mitigated to below a level of significance.

2. The plan (construction documents) shall include the following elements for demolition, construction,

and occupancy phases of the project as applicable:

(a) Tons of waste anticipated to be generated,

(b) Material type of waste to be generated,

(c) Source separation techniques for waste generated,

(d) How material will be reused on-site,

(e) Name and location of recycling, reuse, or landfill facilities where waste will be taken if not reused

on-site,
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(f) A “buy recycled” program,

(g) How the project will aim to reduce the generation of construction/demolition debris,

(h) A plan of how waste reduction and recycling goals will be communicated to subcontractors, and

(i) A time line for each of the three main phases of the project as stated above.

3. The plan shall strive for a goal of 50% waste reduction.

4. The plan shall include specific performance measures to be assessed upon the completion of the

project to measure success in achieving waste minimization goals. The Permittee shall notify MMC and

ESD when:

(a) A demolition permit is issued,

(b) When demolition begins,

(c) The permittee shall arrange for progress inspections, and a final inspection, as specified in the plan

and shall contact both MMC and ESD to perform these periodic site visits during demolition and

construction to inspect the progress of the project’s waste diversion efforts, and

(d) When demolition ends.

5. Prior to the issuance of a grading permit, the applicant shall receive approval from the ERM that the

waste management plan has been prepared, approved, and implemented. Also, prior to the issuance

of the grading permit, the applicant shall submit evidence to the ERM that the final

Demolition/Construction report has been approved by MMC and ESD. This report shall summarize the

results of implementing the above Waste Management Plan elements, including: the actual waste

generated and diverted from the project, the waste reduction percentage achieved, and how that

goal was achieved, etc.

There are seven active landfills located within the County of San Diego:  West Miramar, Sycamore, Otay

Annex, Ramona, Borrego Springs, Las Pulgas, and San Onofre.  Only the first five accept municipal solid

waste.  The latter are military owned and operated and only accept military waste.  Thus, solid waste from

the proposed Project Area would be disposed of within the remaining five landfills.  The following

information is from the Integrated Waste Management Plan, Draft 2004 Countywide Siting Element.

The West Miramar Landfill, located in the City of San Diego, has a remaining capacity of approximately

13.8 million tons with an estimated closure date of 2011.  Additional capacity is contingent upon a possible

vertical expansion of the landfill.  If pursued, the landfill may extend its capacity to accept waste for an

additional three to ten years.

Sycamore Landfill, located in the City of San Diego, has a remaining capacity of approximately 17.2 million

tons with an estimated closure date of 2017.  The landfill operator is currently seeking an expansion of the

landfill that would provide additional capacity extending the closure date to approximately 2035.
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Otay Annex Landfill, located in the City of Chula Vista, has a remaining capacity of approximately 31.3

million tons with an estimated closure date of 2027.

Ramona Landfill, located in the unincorporated community of Ramona, has a remaining capacity of

approximately 294,550 tons with an estimated closure date of 2006.

Borrego Springs Landfill, located in the unincorporated community of Borrego Springs, has a remaining

capacity of approximately 117,600 tons with an estimated closure date of 2040.

Estimated remaining capacities are based on design limits specific to each landfill site.  Estimated closure

dates are determined by site capacity and the maximum daily permitted rate of disposal specific to each

site.

4.13.7.2 Impact Threshold
For the purposes of this EIR, a significant impact would occur if the proposed project would:

•  Result in the need for the physical alteration or expansion of existing solid waste facilities or the

need for new solid waste facilities, in which the alteration, expansion, or construction could cause

a significant environmental impact.

4.13.7.3 Impact
No specific development is proposed as part of the proposed Redevelopment Plan adoption.  Future

redevelopment will be required to comply with the City’s requirement for preparation of a waste

management plan, which will achieve the City’s waste minimization goals.

4.13.7.4 Significance of Impact
No impact associated with solid waste is anticipated.

4.13.7.5 Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measure is proposed, as no significant solid waste impact has been identified.

4.13.7.6 Conclusion
No significant solid waste impact is anticipated.
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